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Transportation Management Areas (TMAs) are urban areas with populations of 200,000 or more, 
as determined by the U.S. Census and designated by the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT). 
Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) that cover a TMA are subject to enhanced planning and 
reporting requirements under federal regulations due to the size and complexity of these urban areas. 

 KEY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TMA AND NON-TMA MPOS

TMA MPO Non-TMA MPO

 Urban Area Population 200,000 or more 50,000–199,999

 MPO Board Membership 
 Requirements 

TMA MPO boards must include: 

• Local elected officials

• Representatives of major
transportation modes, including
public transit providers

• Appropriate state officials

No specific federal requirements.

 Federal Oversight Formal Federal Certification Review 
required every 4 years; conducted 
by FHWA and FTA.

Not required. FHWA and FTA may 
conduct informal reviews.

 Congestion Management 
 Process (CMP) 

Required Not required by federal regulations; 
however, Florida law requires all 
MPOs to prepare a CMP.

 Transit Funds (such as FTA 
 Sections 5307 & 5310 funds) 

Must identify a designated recipient* 
for federal transit formula funds.

No designated recipient* required.

 Federal Funding Programs Certain funds are suballocated 
directly to the MPO. TMA MPOs 
are eligible to additional funding 
opportunities.

State manages suballocated 
funds. Funding eligibility based on 
population; fewer programs directly 
tied to MPO.

*A “designated recipient” is an entity, such as an MPO, local government, or transit agency, authorized to receive
and apportion FTA formula funds to eligible projects and recipients.
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