Florida MPOs

There are 27 total MPOs in Florida, 20 of which serve Transportation Management Areas (TMAS).
A TMA is a Census-designated urban area with a population of 200,000 or more. According

to federal regulations, MPOs that cover TMAs are subject to enhanced planning and reporting
requirements due to the size and complexity of these urban areas.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT mMpoac.org

Amanda Carpenter, MPOAC Executive Director
605 Suwannee St., Tallahassee, FL 32399 | 850-414-4821 | Amanda.Carpenter@dot.state.fl.us

WHAT IS A

Metropolitan Planning

Organization (MPO)?

An MPO is a federally mandated entity
required for all urban areas in the United
States with a population of 50,000 or
more. These organizations are composed
of representatives from local governments
and transportation agencies within the
urban area, ensuring that transportation
planning is locally informed and regionally
coordinated. MPOs serve as collaborative
forums where local officials come together
to make decisions about transportation
investments, priorities, and strategies. By
fostering cooperation among jurisdictions,
MPOs play a vital role in shaping regional
transportation systems that are connected,
efficient, and responsive to the needs of the
communities they serve.

WHAT IS THE

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

MPOs lead a regional transportation planning process that is:

Continuing, Cooperative, and Comprehensive (3-C):
MPOs guide regional transportation decisions by ensuring

the planning process reflects local priorities and supports
long-term goals.

Legally Compliant: MPOs develop and maintain transportation
plans in accordance with federal and state laws and regulations.

Project-Focused: MPOs identify and prioritize transportation
investments through the development of required plans and
programs.

Community-Responsive: MPOs work to integrate
the needs and concerns of residents, businesses, and local
governments into the regional transportation planning process.

Metropolitan Planning Organization
Advisory Council (MPOAC)?

Established by the Florida Legislature under Section
339.175(11), Florida Statutes, the MPOAC serves as
a statewide transportation planning and policy

organization.

MISSION

To improve transportation planning and
education by engaging and equipping its
membership to deliver results through:

[t was created to enhance the role of individual MPOs

by supporting their participation in a cooperative and
coordinated statewide transportation planning process.

The MPOAC acts as the principal forum for statewide . (@) O (@)
. . . . . e Best practices
policy coordination and discussion among Florida’s q‘ ( ]‘P

MPOs, strengthening the urban transportation

planning process.
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Shared innovations

Enhanced coordination,
communication and advocacy




The MPOAC meets quarterly to conduct business and address statewide

transportation issues relevant to Florida’s MPOs. Its key responsibilities include: STATEWIDE LEADERSHIP IN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
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What Does the MPOAC Do?

Value of the MPOAC

The MPOAC helps provide a cohesive statewide transportation vision by bringing together all 27 Florida
MPOQOs, giving local perspectives a voice in statewide transportation planning. This collaboration helps
Aligns Plans: Collaborating with MPOs and the Florida Department of establish a unified approach to connecting local, regional, and statewide projects and initiatives.
Transportation (FDOT) to ensure consistency between MPO Long Range

Transportation Plans (LRTPs) and the Florida Transportation Plan (FTP).

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATION,

STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES PROFESSIONAL g
Statewide Coordination: Serving as a platform for communication and The MPOAC works closely with FDOT, the Federal Highway DEVELOPMENT, AND \ﬁﬂ
coordination on key transportation issues among Florida’s 27 MPOs. Adm|n|stra’F|on (FH,WA,‘)’ Qe thg Federlal e S eten CAPACITY BUILDING

(FTA) to gw.de FIondgs MPO.s in meeting state anpl federal | Beyond collaboration, the

transportation planning requirements. By supporting ‘S MPOAC provides educational

regulatory compliance, the MPOAC helps ensure that MPOs i
remain eligible to receive funding for critical infrastructure
projects that advance Florida’s transportation goals.

opportunities and resources that
enhance technical skills, policy
understanding, and leadership

Policy Support: Providing guidance and recommendations on

transportation planning, policy development, and implementation strategies. P R AT R > , | capacity. Training programs
' - —= ] like the MPOAC Institute equip

A PLATFORM FOR COLLABORATION [#f] V'O stafianc board mombers

with the knowledge and tools to

H
AMONG FLORIDA’S MPOS M make informed transportation
Technical Assistance: Offering training, tools, and resources to Through the MPOAG, Florida’s MPOs collaborate to exchange (“ planning decisions. These efforts
strengthen MPO planning capacity and performance. ideas, discuss common challenges, share data, and develop ‘;N. empower MPOs to improve their

innovative tools. This collaboration facilitates effective
planning, ensures that regional efforts support statewide

performance, adapt to changing
requirements, and implement

transportation priorities, and supports efficient transportation
project delivery.

innovative strategies that benefit
communities statewide.

Shares Knowledge: Facilitating the exchange of data, best practices,
and planning innovations across MPOs.

Monitors Legislation: Tracking and analyzing legislation that may
impact MPOs and advocating for policies that support effective transportation
planning at local and state levels.



