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Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee Meeting  
April 30, 2026, 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM 
 

Attendees 
Staff Directors 
In Person: 

• Greg Slay, Capital Region TPA, Staff 
Directors’ Advisory Committee Chair 

• Whit Blanton, Forward Pinellas, Staff 
Directors’ Advisory Committee Vice-Chair 

• Kandase Lee, Bay County TPO, Florida-
Alabama TPO 

• Greg Stuart, Broward MPO 
• Lakshmi N. Gurram, Charlotte County-

Punta Gorda MPO 
• Carmen Monroy, Collier MPO 
• Anoch Whitfield, Gainesville and Alachua 

TPO 
• Marybeth Soderstrom, Heartland Regional 

TPO 
• Bob Esposito, Hernando/Citrus MPO 
• Johnny Wong, Hillsborough TPO 
• Mike Woods, Lake-Sumpter MPO 
• Don Scott, Lee County MPO 
• Beth Beltran, Martin MPO 
• Gary Huttmann, MetroPlan Orlando 
• Zainab Salim, Miami-Dade TPO 
• Rob Balmes, Ocala Marion County TPO 
• Tania Gorman, Pasco County MPO 
• Ryan Kordek, Polk TPO 
• Ryan Brown, Sarasota/Manatee MPO 
• Sarah Kraum, Space Coast TPO 
• Peter Buchwald, St. Lucie TPO 
• Stephan Harris, Volusia-Flagler TPO 

 
Virtual: 

• Valerie Neilson, Palm Beach MPO 
• Dawn Schwartz, Okaloosa-Walton TPO 

Other Attendees 
In Person: 

• Amanda Carpenter, MPOAC Executive 
Director 

• Janette Smith, MPOAC General Counsel 
• Dusty Hansen, Collier MPO 
• Andrew Uhlir, Palm Beach MPO 
• Stephan Harris, Volusia-Flagler TPO 
• Dana Reiding, FDOT 
• Alison Stetner, FDOT 
• Marsha Taylor-Long, FDOT District 4 
• Kathy White, FDOT, District 4 
• Teresa Parker, Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) 
• Sonya Morris, Florida Transportation 

Commission 
• Wade Carroll, Pond & Company 
• Thomas Brandstein, Whitehouse Group 
• Ryan Nuckols, Kimley-Horn 
• Allison Silverman, HNTB Corporation 
• Priya Pai, HNTB Corporation 

 
Virtual: 

• Laura Carter, Space Coast TPO 
• Dana Knox, FHWA 
• Gary Kramer, Emerald Coast Regional 

Council 
• Eric Hill, MetroPlan Orlando 
• Jill Nobles, Emerald Coast Regional Council 
• Charles Koppernolle, FDOT 
• Ron Gogoi, Lee County MPO 
• Chelsea Favero, Forward Pinellas MPO 

 

Call to Order & Welcome 
• Greg Slay, Capital Region TPA, Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee Chair, called the 

meeting to order at 1:06 PM.  
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• Ryan Nuckols, MPOAC support staff, led the roll call of attendees. A quorum was 
established for the Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee. 

• Chair Slay requested a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the January 28, 2026, 
Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee meeting. 

o Motion: Gary Huttman, MetroPlan Orlando, motioned to approve the meeting 
minutes from the January 28, 2026, Staff Directors’ Advisory Committee meeting. 

▪ Second: Rob Balmes, Ocala-Marion TPO, seconded. 
▪ Vote: None opposed, motion passed unanimously. 

Update from the Chair 
• No update from Chair Slay. 
• Executive Director Amanda Carpenter stated that MPOAC proposals for the National 

Association of Regional Councils (NARC) and the Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (AMPO) annual conferences were accepted and will be held on June 7-10 in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and September 14-18 in Sacramento, California, respectively. 

• Ms. Carpenter has been in coordination with the Transportation and Expressway Authority 
Membership of Florida (TEAMFlorida) regarding MPOAC membership. The organization 
invited the MPOAC to lead a session at its quarterly meeting in May 2026. Ms. Carpenter is 
unable to attend but is working with representatives from Collier and Lee MPOs to present 
on MPOAC and MPO collaboration. 

Shared Resources/Data Services Update and Discussion 
• A survey on the topic was sent in January 2026; 18 of 27 MPOs responded. 
• The Committee discussed the possibility of the Policy and Technical Subcommittee 

meeting to discuss feedback more thoroughly. 
• Existing resources from the FDOT Systems Forecasting and Trends Office are available to all 

MPOs on the MPOAC website under the Documents and Resources tab.  

Statewide Membership Discussion 
• The group discussed membership price increases for AMPO and NARC, which are reflected 

in the MPOAC Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). 
• The MPOAC is moving forward with TeamFlorida membership starting July 1; membership 

will cover event registration fees for all MPOs, including Staff Directors, Governing Board 
members, and MPO staff. 

• At the March Florida Public Transportation Association(FPTA)  Board meeting, the Board 
approved restructuring the MPOAC membership with the FPTA. A few MPOs were previously 
paying individual associate membership dues; renewals will now be handled through the 
MPOAC. Contact Ms. Carpenter if you receive individual invoices in error. 
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• Floridians for Better Transportation (FBT) membership is inclusive of all MPOs. The 
association is currently undergoing reorganization, and members were encouraged to 
attend the annual meeting scheduled for June 18-19 in Orlando to provide input. 

• Ms. Carpenter followed up on the American Planning Association (APA) Florida Chapter and 
the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Florida-Puerto Rico District (FLPRITE) 
membership requests. However, it was recommended that adding any new memberships 
be deferred for now. 

2026 Freight Priorities Program Project List 
• Thomas Brandstein, Whitehouse Group, presented the 2026 Freight Priorities Program (FPP) 

Cycle Results and Project List, which had been unanimously approved by the Freight and 
Rail Committee earlier that morning. 

• Chair Slay requested a motion to approve the 2026 FPP Project List. 
o Motion: Greg Stuart, Broward MPO, proposed a motion to approve the 2026 FPP 

Project List. 
▪ Second: Peter Buchwald, St. Lucie TPO, seconded. 
▪ Vote: None opposed, motion passed unanimously. 

Partner Updates 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

• Teresa Parker, FHWA, provided updates on upcoming federal coordination activities, 
including the May 14, 2026, State Federal Findings Meeting and remaining Transportation 
Management Area (TMA) certification reviews, Space Coast TPO on May 11-12, 2026, and 
Florida-Alabama TPO on August 4, 2026.  

• Ms. Parker provided updates on UPWP coordination, noting the ongoing review of draft 
documents. She reminded the group to review the latest Title VI Assurances approved on 
November 19, 2025, and previously shared with Ms. Carpenter and the FDOT Office of 
Policy Planning. She noted that outdated language continues to appear in some 
submissions.  

• Ms. Parker highlighted the FY 2026 Safe Streets for All (SS4A) funding opportunity, released 
in March 2026 with a deadline of May 26, 2026.  

• The group discussed the inclusion of de-obligated funds in the UPWP. Dana Reiding, FDOT 
Director of the Office of Policy Planning, and Ms. Parker stated that they would provide 
further clarification and guidance. 

• The group discussed listing specific activities related to the 2.5% complete street 
requirement, and Ms. Parker welcomed specific follow-up clarification via email. 
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FDOT Update 
• Ms. Reiding informed the group that Alison Stettner has assumed the role of Chief Planner, 

replacing Huiwei Shen. 
• Ms. Reiding also provided an update on the April 29, 2026, Florida Metropolitan Planning 

Partnership (FMPP) meeting, which covered topics such as traffic operations, context 
classification, land use planning, public engagement, and practices related to de-obligation 
of funds. Future meetings will provide more information on these topics and others, 
including project planning and development, and the mechanics of managing MPOs.  She 
highlighted the importance of candid feedback to help shape future meetings and 
coordination efforts. 

MPO Feedback: Annual Federal Planning Finding Survey 
• Ms. Parker discussed feedback opportunities related to Federal Planning Findings and the 

MPO experience from May 2025 to present, encouraging members to provide optional 
feedback through the survey or directly through Ms. Parker or Michael Sherman, Federal 
Transit Administration. 

Open Discussion 
• The Committee shared recent achievements, including the St. Lucie bridge project, Safe 

Roads Summit, and other major regional transportation investments, including the I-
95/Sawgrass Expressway project. 

Closing Comments and Adjourn 
• No comments were made, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:10 PM. 


